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of civic freedom and in that peculiar distrust of the
neighbouring monarchy of Piedmont which was the
heirloom of centuries of bitter contest. He grew up
in an atmosphere of patriotic resolves and shrouded
counsels. The sight of the fugitives of the foiled
insurrection of 1821 begging their bread in the streets
of Genoa fired his austere and generous imagination.
From that day to the end of his life he went clothed
in black, wearing perpetual mourning for Italy. He
became a Carbonaro, suffered imprisonment and
exile, and lived a life of constant conspiracy and
patriotic propaganda. In the eyes of Europe his
name was a symbol of revolution : to his fellow-
countrymen he stood out as the prophet of the Italian
Republic.

It is a fallacy, nowhere more completely exposed
than in the case of Mazzini, to imagine that the great
human influences in the sphere of politics must
necessarily be exerted by statesmen. Few men
constantly occupying themselves with politics have
been so devoid of statesmanship as Mazzini. His
estimate of the political forces of his time was almost
always wrong ; his particular plans almost always
miscarried ; his horoscope of the future was signally
falsified in the event. The spirit of accommodation
and compromise, the recognition that life presents
but a choice of evils, qualities essential to successful
statesmanship, were alien to his proud and lofty
temperament. At an early period of his life he con-
vinced himself that the Republic, being the only
form of government in which the popular will was
faithfully expressed, was the only pure and perfect
polity ; and then with a mystic belief in the destinies
of his own land, nourished not only by the study of